Sandtown Middle School PTSA – Legislative Update - OCT 18, 2005
Thank you to those parents who responded to our requests to attend October Board Meetings. Over 200 people attended the combined Community Board Meeting Board Members Linda Bryant and Zenda Bowie hosted OCT 10. That night our South Fulton Board Members asked us to keep them accountable. You can only do this by knowing the issues and participating in the process. Attendance at Thursday's School Board Meeting at Hamilton Holes ES was also impressive.  This is a great start - please encourage more to come out for the November meetings.
School Construction and Funding

In the October Board Meeting a modified recommendation was approved that will allow  Superintendent James Wilson to move forward and continue to work on design and land purchase for the remaining schools in SPLOST II including the rebuild of Westlake. There is however no money for the actual construction of the new Westlake. The construction phase will require creative financing like “lease purchase” or a tax anticipation note (TAN). The Board has agreed to hold future sessions to get a better understanding of lease purchase. Tax revenues are not coming in as forecasted.  If this situation worsens, the new South County High School and Middle Schools may be in jeopardy of completion. 
“Lease purchase” is a contemporary and current practice used in Gwinnett and Dekalb County to help fund their schools.  Gwinnett has already borrowed about $300M and Fulton County needs only $200M to complete all of the schools.  The Board was presented with the idea of lease purchase back in March, 2005.  The Superintendent reminded the Board last week that he wanted to present it for a vote at the October Board meeting.  The Board instead has elected to further delay the decision necessary to build schools on hold.  When schools were being built over budget in North Fulton there was no discussion of fiscal restraint.  Now that it is time for South County to have their schools built, we hear there is not enough money and the board is dragging its feet.  The school board has promised to do something about Westlake HS for five years. Failure to participate and pressure the school board may mean your child may not attend a new Westlake HS at all.
Overcrowding

We must continue our campaign to improve the educational environment for our children and work to relieve the overcrowding.  South Fulton County is growing tremendously and it is up to us as a community to stand up against the tide of cultural insensitivity to make a difference. Sandtown MS will likely have 1,700 students next year and probably 2,000 the following year.  The only potential for relieve is through redistricting or new schools.  Redistricting however only solves Sandtown’s problem. We want the school board to solve this issue for all of South Fulton. They have purchased the land for a new middle school near the new South County HS and ES.  We must press them to move forward because any relieve from this new middle school won’t come until 2007 at the earliest and there is no timeline for its completion yet.
Proposal to Move Board Meetings

Some school board members want to move the Pre-Board meeting and workshops to the work day instead of the evening and move them to the administrative center.  If you thought 4:30 meetings were difficult to attend, imagine meetings at 10:30 AM. They argue that it is more convenient it is for school administrative staff to attend these meetings during the day. This action would create yet another barrier for parents who work to participate in the governing of our schools.  Our south county and some north county board members are against this change. Let the school boards members and the superintendent know we will not tolerate this move to disenfranchise us.
Televise Board Meetings

The Atlanta School board televises their school board meetings. Contact the Fulton School Board and ask them when School Board Meetings will be broadcast on FGTV. If they televise their meetings like the Fulton Board of Commissioners, you can watch the meetings you cannot attend, live on Comcast Channel 23 or over the internet courtesy of the Fulton County Website at www.myfultoncountyga.us  


Parking and Connectivity

There are plans on the drawing board gathering dust for a second entrance to Sandtown Middle for emergency access and congestion relief. The road would connect to Sandtown Park roads next to the tennis courts. Now that we have lost one fourth of the 200 parking spaces to trailers, this connectivity road makes even more sense by providing access to the over 200 parking spaces in the park.  With the trailers school officials acknowledge the school should have 77 more spaces than there are currently. 
· Wouldn’t it be nice to have an alternate exit at Sandtown MS instead of sitting in bumper to bumper traffic daily and at evening school activities?
· Should there be an emergency evacuation route for our children? 

· Wouldn’t it be nice to have parking for more than 10% of the parents? 

· Imagine being able to drive from Randolph ES to Sandtown MS without getting back on Campbellton Rd. 

The parks department and school system have planned this project for years – the only obstacle is funding.  Let superintendent James Wilson know you want this life/safety project completed now.

Board Member/Superintendent Contact Information

	
	Email
	Phone

	Gail Dean • Board President • District 3
	deang@fultonschools.org 
	404-843-2958 (home)

	Katie Reeves • Board VP • District 2
	reevesk@fultonschools.org 
	770-343-8102 (home)

	Linda Schultz • District 1 
	schultzl@fultonschools.org 
	770-642-7053 (home)

	Linda P. Bryant • District 4 (South Fulton)
	bryantlp@fultonschools.org 
	404-349-1629 (home)

	Liz Hausmann • District 5
	hausmannl@fultonschools.org 
	770-242-0460 (home)

	Zenda J. Bowie • District 6 (South Fulton)
	bowie@fultonschools.org
	404-763-1740 (home)

	Julia C. Bernath • District 7
	bernath@fultonschools.org
	770-391-9233 (home)

	James Wilson • Superintendent 
	wilsonj1@fultonschools.org
	404-763-6890 (office)


November Board Meetings:
	Meeting
	Date/Time
	Location
	Address

	Pre-Board Meeting
	TUE NOV 8 4:30 PM
	Hamilton Holmes ES
	2301 Connally Drive, East Point

	Board Meeting
	THU NOV 10 6:30 PM
	Dunwoody Springs ES
	8100 Roberts Drive, Sandy Springs

	Board Roundtable
	TUE NOV 22 5:30 PM
	Administrative Center
	786 Cleveland Avenue SW, Atlanta

	Board Workshop
	THU NOV 10 5:00 PM
	Dunwoody Springs ES
	8100 Roberts Drive, Sandy Springs


NOV Board Member Community Meetings:
	Board Member
	Date/Time
	Location

	Gail Dean • Board President
	 NOV 7, 9:30 a.m.
	 Woodland Elementary Charter School

	Katie Reeves • Board VP
	 NOV 4, 9:30 a.m.
	 Crabapple Crossing Elementary School

	Linda Schultz
	 NOV 4, 9:30 a.m.
	 Mountain Park Elementary School

	Linda P. Bryant • (SMS Board Member)
	 NOV 7, 6 p.m.
	 Bethune Elementary School

	Liz Hausmann
	 NOV 4, 10 a.m.
	 Findley Oaks Elementary School

	Zenda J. Bowie • (South Fulton)
	 NOV 7, 6:30 p.m.
	 McClarin High School


PSTA Members receive email updates. If we do not have your email address, send us an email with your name address, and phone number to sandtownptsa@yahoo.com

Learn the Background on Educational Issues at www.sandtown.org
Visit www.fultonschools.org and www.sandtownmiddleschool.org 
